Best Practice Guidance on Security Lights and External Lighting.
Security lighting should provide the minimum level of illumination necessary to light a property.

Are security lights a good idea?
Do outside security lights deter burglars? Yes, they do – burglars tend to look for houses with no obvious security. And most break-ins happen at night when intruders can spend time getting into your house under the cloak of darkness. For both these reasons, outdoor light fixtures are a really effective deterrent.

The lighting area may be a site area (garden, drive or yard) or a building, designed to create a direct visual deterrent to criminals, or it may consist of a presence detection system to switch on when someone invades a selected space.
Poorly sited security lighting may not always act as a real deterrent to crime as glare may cast areas into permanent dark shadow, creating dark spots that may potentially assist intruders. The growing use of sophisticated CCTV security systems may also reduce the need for visible lighting, through the use of infrared lighting and infrared cameras.
Design Characteristics
The lamps and luminaires in use range from fixed angle wall-mounted bulkhead units using one 500 lumen lamp to a 20m tower fitted with several 100,000 lumen lamps installed in multi-angle projectors. Let us hope we do not have these in the Parish!  Maximum lighting levels, usually defined on the ground, would be around 20-30 lux. Ideally, security lights should be controlled by photoelectric switches. For domestic and small-scale security lighting, the ILE Guidance Notes recommend passive infra-red detectors with a maximum 150W (2000 lumen) tungsten halogen lamp, or low level lighting such as a compact fluorescent porch tube of just 9W (600 lumen).
Light nuisance from domestic security lights can be remedied by relocating the offending light, by readjusting its aim or by fitting a screen to control the spread of light.

Controls
· Control lighting with photo-electric switches on the minimum time-setting — avoid sensors that can be tripped by road or footway users.
· Timers adjusted to the minimum can reduce the operation of the light
· A separate switching detector can be used on some models to sense the movement of intruders on the property.
· Lighting should be directed down and mounted as low as possible to minimize light escape above the property boundary height (such as the hedge or wall) and hence reduce the direct lighting of adjacent premises.
· Luminaires and detectors should be aimed to detect and light people on the property, not people or animals walking down the street.
· Balance levels of light with other lighting in and around your home to avoid glare and light spill as well as dark spots.
· Consider the use of alternative security measures, such as an inside light that is on a time-switch, or CCTV.
· Minimise the level of illumination as high-powered lights are rarely necessary in domestic situations and can cause glare -usually a maximum of 150W.
· Lighting can be shielded
· Special optics or ‘double asymmetric’ luminaries (which are designed to ensure full flow of light over the lit area from each floodlight) can be aimed facing downwards while still spreading light over a wide distance. The reflector becomes less visible to onlookers resulting in low glare to the surrounding locality.
· Bulkhead or porch lights are cheaper than security lights, use less energy, and have reduced glare. Movement detectors on these lights are generally mounted lower and so are less susceptible to nuisance switching.
· Vegetation may help screen the light at certain times of year provided the movement of vegetation itself does not trigger light.
· Consider a curfew time of 23.00 after which lighting levels should be further restricted.
· Talk to your neighbours about your security / external lighting.  Are you causing a nuisance?

How else can I protect my property?
Consider some of the following….
· Lay ‘noisy’ gravel on your drive / entrance way
· A closed gate is more of a deterrent than an open one
· Install a visual security alarm. Having a security alarm on the outside of your house can help to deter intruders
· Lock all doors and windows at night (34% of all burglaries are through the front door!)
· Increase gate and fence security 
· Safely store spare keys
· See who's at the door!
· Secure your outdoor buildings with strong (approved) locks
· Protect your bikes
· Lock down garden valuables and use security labels
· Keep photographs and record details of expensive tools etc.
· Secure the car!  It has more protection on your drive than in the road
· Eliminate hiding places in your garden
· Don't make it obvious when you're away.
· Review your household insurance; are you adequately covered?
· Share your worries and suspicions with neighbours and if necessary, the Police


Wiltshire Police offer lots of useful advice on household security…. 

go to…

https://www.wiltshire.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/protect-home-crime/
